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RANSOM
FOR ALL

Luke 23:26-43
3

MERCY, GRACE AND
FORGIVENESS EXEMPLIFIED
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The Way to the Cross Luke 23:26-31

4

26As they led him away, they seized Simon, a Cyrenian, who was coming 
in from the country, and laid the cross on him to carry behind Jesus. 27A 
large crowd of people followed him, including women who were mourning 
and lamenting him. 28But turning to them, Jesus said, “Daughters of 
Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and your children. 
29Look, the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the women 
without children, the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never 
nursed!’ 30Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us!’ and to 
the hills, ‘Cover us!’ 31For if they do these things when the wood is green, 
what will happen when it is dry?” 
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Crucified Between Thieves Luke 23:32-43

5

32Two others — criminals — were also led away to be executed with him. 
33When they arrived at the place called The Skull, they crucified him there, 
along with the criminals, one on the right and one on the left. 34Then Jesus 
said, “Father, forgive them, because they do not know what they are doing.”
And they divided his clothes and cast lots. 

35The people stood watching, and even the leaders were scoffing: “He 
saved others; let him save himself if this is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One!” 
36The soldiers also mocked him. They came offering him sour wine 37and 
said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself!” 

38An inscription was above him: This is the King of the Jews. 
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Crucified Between Thieves Luke 23:32-43

6

39Then one of the criminals hanging there began to yell insults at him: 
“Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 

40But the other answered, rebuking him: “Don’t you even fear God, since 
you are undergoing the same punishment? 41We are punished justly, 
because we’re getting back what we deserve for the things we did, but this 
man has done nothing wrong.” 42Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when 
you come into your kingdom.” 

43And he said to him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 
paradise.” 
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26As they led him 
away, they seized 
Simon, a Cyrenian, who 
was coming in from the 
country, and laid the 
cross on him to carry 
behind Jesus.

 The Jewish leaders and the Roman soldiers 
led Jesus away to be crucified.

 Jesus was physically weak after being up all 
night and having been beaten by Pilate’s men.

 According to John 19:17, Jesus started out by 
carrying the cross Himself as they left the city.

 Somewhere along the way the Roman soldiers 
drafted Simon to carry it the rest of the way.

THE ROAD TO GOLGOTHA
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26As they led him 
away, they seized 
Simon, a Cyrenian, who 
was coming in from the 
country, and laid the 
cross on him to carry 
behind Jesus.

 Simon was from Cyrene, a North African city 
in modern-day Libya. 

 Cyrene had a significant Jewish population and 
Simon was probably in Jerusalem for Passover.

 Most scholars believe that Simon became a believer
and took the Gospel message back to Cyrene.

 Cyrene played a prominent role in the early church by 
sending missionaries to Antioch and beyond.

 Mark refers to Simon as Rufus’ father who many 
believe Paul is referring to in Romans 16:13.

GOSPEL ENCOUNTER
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27A large crowd of 
people followed him, 
including women who 
were mourning and 
lamenting him. 

 A large crowd followed Jesus, including 
women who were mourning him.

 Many in the large crowd had enthusiastically 
welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem on Palm Sunday.

 They wanted a military and political deliverer, 
but they had become disillusioned with Jesus.

 They had no place in their theology for a 
dying Messiah, and Peter even said something 
like that himself (Matt. 16:21-22).

CURIOUS CROWD
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28But turning to them, 
Jesus said, “Daughters 
of Jerusalem, do not 
weep for me, but 
weep for yourselves 
and your children. 

 Jesus turns to the weeping women and 
utters a strong warning to the them, and 
to the nation as a whole by extension.

 Jesus doesn’t want or need their sympathy.

 Instead, He tries to redirect their sympathy 
toward themselves and their children who are 
much more in need of it, even if they do not 
yet realize it.

 Essentially, He is telling them to weep for 
Israel, as He had Himself (Luke 19:41).

SYMPATHY REDIRECTED
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29Look, the days are 
coming when they will 
say, ‘Blessed are the 
women without 
children, the wombs 
that never bore, and 
the breasts that never 
nursed!’ 30Then they 
will begin to say to the 
mountains, ‘Fall on us!’ 
and to the hills, ‘Cover 
us!’ 31For if they do 
these things when the 
wood is green, what 
will happen when it is 
dry?”

 Jesus warns them of coming judgment by 
alluding to the destruction of Jerusalem.

 Judean nationals rioted in 66 AD and took 
control of Jerusalem.

 The Romans laid siege to the city and finally 
destroyed it entirely in 70 AD.

 Jesus tried to warn them repeatedly, and He 
did so here again on the way to the cross.

JUDGEMENT FORETOLD
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32Two others—criminals 
—were also led away to 
be executed with him. 
33When they arrived at 
the place called The Skull, 
they crucified him there, 
along with the criminals, 
one on the right and one 
on the left.

 They crucified Jesus outside the city, among 
the lawless, in fulfillment of prophecy.
 Isaiah 53:12 – “Therefore I will give him the many as a 

portion, and he will receive the mighty as spoil, because he 
willingly submitted to death, and was counted among the 
rebels; yet he bore the sin of many and interceded for the 
rebels.“

 Luke 22:37 – “For I tell you, what is written must be fulfilled 
in me: And he was counted among the lawless. Yes, what is 
written about me is coming to its fulfillment.” 

 Soldiers tried to give Jesus drugged wine to 
dull the pain of death according to Matthew 
and Mark, but He would not take it.

PROPHECY FULFILLED
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34Then Jesus said, 
“Father, forgive them, 
because they do not 
know what they are 
doing.”

 As He suffered on the cross Jesus asked God 
to forgive his enemies, saying they did not 
know what they were doing.

 Once again, Jesus walked-the-talk and modeled 
for us the very behavior He prescribes for us.

 Matthew 5:43-44 - “You have heard that it was 
said, Love your neighbor and hate your enemy. 
But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you…” 

FORGIVENESS MODELED
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34Then Jesus said, 
“Father, forgive them, 
because they do not 
know what they are 
doing.”

 Jesus’ prayer is primarily for the Jews, though 
it applies to all who had a role in killing Him.

 The ignorance that Jesus attributes to the nation 
is not a lack of knowledge, but a lack of 
understanding.

 1 Corinthians 2:8 – “None of the rulers of this 
age knew this wisdom, because if they had 
known it, they would not have crucified the Lord 
of glory.”

 As prophesied by Isaiah, “he bore the sin of 
many and interceded for the rebels.“

MERCIFUL INTERCESSION
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35The people stood 
watching, and even the 
leaders were scoffing: 
“He saved others; let him 
save himself if this is 
God’s Messiah, the 
Chosen One!” 36The 
soldiers also mocked 
him. They came offering 
him sour wine 37and said, 
“If you are the king of 
the Jews, save yourself!” 

38An inscription was 
above him: This is the 
King of the Jews.

 The crucifixion crowd was comprised of four 
distinct groups:
1. Common people – stood by watching
2. Jewish leaders – scoffing and sneering
3. Soldiers – mocked him and cast lots for His clothes
4. Two thieves – one hurling insults, the other begging 

forgiveness.

 Jesus endured it all without complaint and 
trusted the outcome to God the Father:
 1 Peter 2:23 – “when he was insulted, he did not insult 

in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten but 
entrusted himself to the one who judges justly.”

MERCILESS INSULTS

Doub less Living!  © 2020 16

 At first, both criminals demonstrate callous unbelief 
and join with the soldiers to taunt and mock Jesus.
 Matthew 27:44 – “In the same way even the 

criminals who were crucified with him taunted him.“

 Mark 15:32 – ”Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, 
come down now from the cross, so that we may see 
and believe.” Even those who were crucified with him 
taunted him.”

 Luke records a change of heart by one of the thieves 
who witnesses how Jesus conducts Himself during the
crucifixion.

HOPEFUL CONFESSION
39Then one of the criminals 

hanging there began to yell 
insults at him: “Aren’t you 
the Messiah? Save yourself 
and us!” 

40But the other answered, 
rebuking him: “Don’t you 
even fear God, since you are 
undergoing the same 
punishment? 41We are 
punished justly, because 
we’re getting back what we 
deserve for the things we 
did, but this man has done 
nothing wrong.”Note: people watch how Christians 

endure suffering today, just like the 
thief watched Jesus then.
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42Then he said, “Jesus, 
remember me when you 
come into your 
kingdom.” 

43And he said to him, 
“Truly I tell you, today 
you will be with me in 
paradise.” 

 Jesus promised the criminal that today he
would be with Him in paradise.
 Paradise in the Greek (paradeisos) refers to the 

heavenly realm where the righteous are gathered.
 Jesus is telling the criminal that he will be in 

heaven with Him that day; immediately, not at 
some future time.

 Like today, the thief’s confession and his call to
Jesus for forgiveness yields immediate results.

COMFORTING REPLY

Ephesians 2:8-9
”For you are saved by grace through faith, and 
this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift—not 

from works, so that no one can boast.”
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DELIBERATE DISCIPLESHIP
 After being wrongfully tried, convicted and brutally beaten, Jesus 

was crucified on Golgotha in front of a large crowd.
 The leaders and soldiers scoffed at Jesus and mocked Him; they 

even nailed a sarcastic King of the Jews sign to His cross.
 But Jesus remained in control of the entire situation, at all times, 

and He conducted Himself with mercy and grace.
 While many in the crowd were taunting Jesus, others were 

watching Him to see how He handled it.
 Many people watch Christians today like the crowd and the 

criminals watched Jesus then.
 I hope the watchers see enough mercy, grace and forgiveness in 

me that they will want to know more about its source.
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