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No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous 
crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a grand jury, except in 
cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the militia, when in actual 
service in time of war or public danger; nor shall any person be subject 
for the same offense to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall 
be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be 
deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor 
shall private property be taken for public use, without just 
compensation.

F i f t h  A m e n d m e n t
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PUBLIC
INDICTMENT

Luke 23:1-12
3

JESUS STANDS TRIAL BEFORE
PILATE AND HEROD ANTIPAS
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Trial Before Pilate Luke 23:1-5

4

1Then their whole assembly rose up and brought him before Pilate. 
2They began to accuse him, saying, “We found this man misleading our 
nation, opposing payment of taxes to Caesar, and saying that he himself is 
the Messiah, a king.” 

3So Pilate asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” 
He answered him, “You say so.”
4Pilate then told the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no grounds for 

charging this man.” 
5But they kept insisting, “He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all 

Judea, from Galilee where he started even to here.”
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Trial Before Herod Luke 23:6-12

5

6When Pilate heard this, he asked if the man was a Galilean. 7Finding 
that he was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who was also 
in Jerusalem during those days. 8Herod was very glad to see Jesus; for a 
long time he had wanted to see him because he had heard about him and 
was hoping to see some miracle performed by him. 9So he kept asking him 
questions, but Jesus did not answer him. 10The chief priests and the scribes 
stood by, vehemently accusing him. 11Then Herod, with his soldiers, treated 
him with contempt, mocked him, dressed him in bright clothing, and sent 
him back to Pilate. 12That very day Herod and Pilate became friends. 
Previously, they had been enemies. 
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1Then their whole 
assembly rose up and 
brought him before 

Pilate. 2They began to 
accuse him, saying, 
“We found this man 

misleading our nation, 
opposing payment of 
taxes to Caesar, and 

saying that he himself 
is the Messiah, a king.” 

 The illegal Jewish tribunal has concluded, and 
it is now about 6:00 am.

 The enraged entourage heads over to Pilate’s 
residence in pursuit of justice, in their minds.

 The whole assembly includes the Chief 
Priests, the Elders of the people, the Scribes 
and the Sanhedrin.

 The mob needs Pilate’s help because only 
the Romans could authorize the death 
penalty.

TRIAL BEFORE PILATE
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1Then their whole 
assembly rose up and 
brought him before 

Pilate. 2They began to 
accuse him, saying, 
“We found this man 

misleading our nation, 
opposing payment of 
taxes to Caesar, and 

saying that he himself 
is the Messiah, a king.” 

 The Jewish leader’s make their case based on 
three accusations against Jesus:

1. He is subversive–misleading the nation;
2. He opposes paying taxes to Caesar; and
3. He claims to be Christ, a king.

 The second charge is blatantly false, as we 
know from previous study (Luke 20:20-26).

 Pilate has no interest in internal religious 
disputes; only concrete political charges.

INDICTMENTS MADE
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1Then their whole 
assembly rose up and 
brought him before 

Pilate. 2They began to 
accuse him, saying, 
“We found this man 

misleading our nation, 
opposing payment 
of taxes to Caesar, 
and saying that he 

himself is the 
Messiah, a king.” 

 According to John, Pilate tried to dismiss 
them, but they demanded the death penalty, 
which required his involvement.

 So, Pilate focuses on the 3rd charge because 
it is the one most threatening to him.

 Pilate is responsible for maintaining order, 
keeping the peace and collecting taxes.

 The 3rd charge could be a significant 
problem for him, if Jesus was indeed a 
revolutionary.

INDICTMENTS MADE
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3So Pilate asked 
him, “Are you the 
king of the Jews?” 

He answered him, 
“You say so.”
4Pilate then told 

the chief priests and 
the crowds, “I find 

no grounds for 
charging this man.” 

 Pilate, acting mainly out of self-interest, 
asked Jesus a simple question; “Are you the 
king of the Jews?”

 Jesus gives him an ambiguous answer.

 The Greek literally says, “You have said so.”

 Then, according to Luke, Pilate abruptly 
concludes that Jesus is innocent and tries 
to dismiss the trial.

FIRST DISMISSAL ATTEMPTED
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3So Pilate asked 
him, “Are you the 
king of the Jews?” 

He answered him, 
“You say so.”
4Pilate then told 

the chief priests and 
the crowds, “I find 

no grounds for 
charging this man.” 

 The other Gospels record a bit more about 
the proceedings before Pilate:

 Matthew and Mark indicate that Pilate 
asked Jesus to respond to the charges 
being leveled against Him, but Jesus 
declined to answer even one charge.

 John records a conversation between Jesus 
and Pilate where Jesus admits to being a 
king but tells Pilate His kingdom is not of 
this world.

WITNESS INTERROGATION
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5But they kept insisting, 
“He stirs up the people, 
teaching throughout all 

Judea, from Galilee where 
he started even to here.” 
6When Pilate heard this, 

he asked if the man was a 
Galilean. 7Finding that 
he was under Herod’s 
jurisdiction, he sent 

him to Herod, who was 
also in Jerusalem 

during those days.

 Pilate still doesn’t want to get involved, so he 
figuratively tries to wash his hands and 
declares Jesus innocent.

 The insistent Jewish leaders mention that 
Jesus was Galilean, and Pilate sees an out.

 Pilate refers the case to Herod, the Jewish 
political leader who has jurisdiction.

 Now any decision that Pilate makes will have 
Herod’s consultation, and Pilate will be 
protected.  

 Political courtesy and passing the buck.

POLITICAL PROTECTION
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8Herod was very glad 
to see Jesus; for a long 
time he had wanted to 

see him because he 
had heard about him 

and was hoping to see 
some miracle 

performed by him. 
9So he kept asking 
him questions, but 

Jesus did not answer 
him.

 The trial before Herod (only recorded in Luke) 
follows a very similar track.

 The judge, this time Herod, hears the 
accusations and questions the accused.

 The chief priests and the scribes vehemently 
accuse Jesus of high crimes.

 Once again, Jesus remained silent and 
refused to respond to His accusers.

PRETENTIOUS TRIAL
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11Then Herod, with 
his soldiers, treated 
him with contempt, 

mocked him, dressed 
him in bright clothing, 
and sent him back to 
Pilate. 12That very day 

Herod and Pilate 
became friends. 

Previously, they had 
been enemies. 

 Herod is excited to meet Jesus, but he is 
disappointed by Jesus’ lack of response.

 Not only are there no miracles; there was 
no reply at all.

 Herod doesn’t like being ignored, so he 
and his soldiers mock and mistreat Jesus.

 Dressing Jesus in bright clothing, like a 
king, they send Jesus back to Pilate.

 Pilate’s plan worked; he now has a new 
and very important political ally.

POLITICAL ALLIANCE
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DELIBERATE DISCIPLESHIP
 Two sets of political leaders examined Jesus and found 

him to be innocent; important confirmations that Jesus
died an innocent martyr’s death.

 The Jews and the Romans were complicit in Jesus’ death,
but others would soon join them.

 The indifference of Pilate and Herod reflect how many
treat Jesus still today, as a curiosity or a side show.

 When we engage in sharing Jesus, we can expect a wide 
array of responses; some will be decidedly hostile, other 
more disinterested.

 Our primary responsibility is to continue sharing Him.
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