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The Point

Oh, I get it…Oh, I get it…not!
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SERVANT
LEADERSHIP

Luke 22:24-38
3

HANDLING POWER, 
AUTHORITY AND
REJECTION
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Dispute Over Greatness Luke 22:24-30
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24 Then a dispute also arose among them about who should be considered the 
greatest. 25 But he said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them, and 
those who have authority over them have themselves called ‘Benefactors.’ 26 It is not 
to be like that among you. On the contrary, whoever is greatest among you should 
become like the youngest, and whoever leads, like the one serving. 27 For who is 
greater, the one at the table or the one serving? Isn’t it the one at the table? But I am 
among you as the one who serves. 28 You are those who stood by me in my trials. 29 I 
bestow on you a kingdom, just as my Father bestowed one on me, 30 so that you may 
eat and drink at my table in my kingdom. And you will sit on thrones judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel. 
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Peter’s Denial Luke 22:31-34
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31 “Simon, Simon, look out. Satan has asked to sift you like wheat. 32 But I have 
prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And you, when you have turned back, 
strengthen your brothers.”

33 “Lord,” he told him, “I’m ready to go with you both to prison and to death.”
34 “I tell you, Peter,” he said, “the rooster will not crow today until you deny three 

times that you know me.” 
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Be Ready for Trouble Luke 22:35-38
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35 He also said to them, “When I sent you out without money-bag, traveling bag, 
or sandals, did you lack anything?”

“Not a thing,” they said. 
36 Then he said to them, “But now, whoever has a money-bag should take it, and 

also a traveling bag. And whoever doesn’t have a sword should sell his robe and buy 
one.

37 For I tell you, what is written must be fulfilled in me: And he was counted 
among the lawless. Yes, what is written about me is coming to its fulfillment.”

38 “Lord,” they said, “look, here are two swords.” “That is enough!” he told them. 
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24Then a dispute also 
arose among them
about who should be 
considered the 
greatest.

OBLIVIOUSNESS
 This might well be the most humiliating and 

debilitating moment in the life of the Apostles.
 The night before the cross 
 Their last Passover meal together
 It was a tender, emotional moment for Jesus
 He loved these men more than they knew
 He was about to die, and He told them so
 He was inaugurating the new covenant

 And what are they thinking about?

Power & Authority

Sadly, this was 
a recurring theme
with the disciples.
(Luke 9:46-48; Matt 18:1-5; 

Matt 20:20-28; Mark 10:35-45)
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25…“The kings of the 
Gentiles lord it over 
them, and those who 
have authority over them 
have themselves called 
‘Benefactors.’ 26 It is not 
to be like that among 
you. On the contrary, 
whoever is greatest 
among you should 
become like the 
youngest, and whoever 
leads, like the one 
serving. 

 The topic of greatness plagued the disciples
 Jesus had addressed it on numerous occasions

 He told them the world operates by power, 
dominance, and dictatorship, but not the 
kingdom.

 Those who are truly great in the kingdom 
will be humble and service minded.

OBJECT LESSON

Then, Jesus gave them a powerful and 
poignant lesson they would never forget.
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Servant Leadership John 13:4-5, 12-16
4 So he got up from supper, laid aside his outer clothing, took a towel, and tied it 

around himself. 5 Next, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ 
feet and to dry them with the towel tied around him. 

12 When Jesus had washed their feet and put on his outer clothing, he reclined 
again and said to them, “Do you know what I have done for you? 13 You call me 
Teacher and Lord — and you are speaking rightly, since that is what I am. 14 So if I, 
your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s 
feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done 
for you. 16 “Truly I tell you, a servant is not greater than his master, and a messenger is 
not greater than the one who sent him.
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31 “Simon, Simon, look 
out. Satan has asked to 
sift you like wheat. 32

But I have prayed for 
you that your faith may 
not fail. And you, when 
you have turned back, 
strengthen your 
brothers.”

 James and John usually instigated the debate 
over greatness, but Peter may have been a 
leading actor this time based upon Jesus’ tone.

 Since Peter often acted like his old self, Jesus
usually addressed him by his old name.

 The twofold repetition of Simon reveals pity, 
disappointment and sadness on the Lord’s 
part over his behavior.

 Unfazed by Jesus’ warning, Peter brashly
declares his readiness to die with Jesus.

WARNING ISSUED
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33 “Lord,” he told him, 

“I’m ready to go with 

you both to prison and 

to death.”

 Peter’s overconfident bravado expressed
sincere, genuine love for Jesus, but it also 
assumed that Jesus would be present.
 Note the prepositional phrase, “with you.”

 Peter had witnessed countless examples of 
Jesus’ limitless power firsthand, and he was 
sure he could withstand anything, if Jesus 
was there with him.

 Such confidence was brazenly demonstrated 
a few hours later in the garden when Peter 
fearlessly and impulsively lopped off an ear.

WARNING REJECTED
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34 “I tell you, Peter,” he 
said, “the rooster will 
not crow today until 
you deny three times 
that you know me.” 

 Shortly after, absent the Lord’s presence, Peter 
would cringe like a coward and deny Christ.

 Peter had not yet been empowered by the 
indwelling Holy Spirit (that would come later).

 So Peter, as bold and brash as he was, was 
unable to keep his promise through sheer will.

 But Jesus knew that would happen and He 
told Peter, “…you, when you have turned back 
[will] strengthen your brethren.”

DENIAL PREDICTED

11

12



8/8/2020

7

Doub less Living!  © 2020 13

35 He also said to them, 
“When I sent you out 
without money-bag, 
traveling bag, or sandals, 
did you lack anything?” 
“Not a thing,” they said. 
36 Then he said to them, 
“But now, whoever has a 
money-bag should take 
it, and also a traveling 
bag. And whoever 
doesn’t have a sword 
should sell his robe and 
buy one.

 Satan was asking to sift Peter and the 
disciples, and Jesus warned them the 
world would also turn against them.

 Jesus contrasted the past with the future,
essentially telling them to be prepared
because times are changing.

 Trouble from the world would fall first 
on Jesus, but after His resurrection and 
ascension, it would come to them next, 
beginning with the apostles.

INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN

Doub less Living!  © 2020 14

37 For I tell you, what is 
written must be fulfilled 
in me: And he was 
counted among the 
lawless. Yes, what is 
written about me is 
coming to its fulfillment.”
38 “Lord,” they said, “look, 
here are two swords.” 
“That is enough!” he told 
them. 

 Until now, the huge crowds had been wildly 
supportive of Jesus and admiring of His 
followers.
 But that was all about to change, and Jesus 

was trying to warn them ahead of time.
 They would soon be counted among the 

lawless too; guilty by association, and He 
was trying to warn them about it.

 They were so obtuse that they missed His 
point entirely, which frustrated Jesus as you 
can see in His emphatic response.

COMPREHENSION LACKING
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DELIBERATE DISCIPLESHIP
 Jesus is just hours away from the cross now and He knows that the 

crowd is about to turn against Him and his closest associates.
 He’s trying to tell them that real leadership is servant leadership and 

He models that for them in a remarkable way by washing their feet.
 He tries to warn them about changes ahead and tells them that they 

will be tested and tried, especially Peter. 
 But they aren’t listening very well; they’re arguing over greatness and 

who the betrayer will be, and they totally misunderstood His points.
 By the time they leave the upper room for the garden, Jesus is a bit 

frustrated with the men He loves so dearly, and they look like anything
but world changers at that point.

 So, how well are we listening to what Jesus is saying to us?
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