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END TIMES
PROPHECY

Luke 21:5-24
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THE DESTRUCTION
OF JERUSALEM
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The Destruction of Jerusalem Luke 21:5-24

4

5 As some were talking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful
stones and gifts dedicated to God, he said, 6 “These things that you see — the
days will come when not one stone will be left on another that will not be
thrown down.”

7 “Teacher,” they asked him, “so when will these things happen? And what
will be the sign when these things are about to take place?”

8 Then he said, “Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in
my name, saying, ‘I am he,’ and, ‘The time is near.’ Don’t follow them. 9 When
you hear of wars and rebellions, don’t be alarmed. Indeed, it is necessary that
these things take place first, but the end won’t come right away.”

3

4



6/27/2020

3

Doub less Living!  © 2020

The Destruction of Jerusalem Luke 21:5-24

5

10 Then he told them, “Nation will be raised up against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom. 11 There will be violent earthquakes, and famines and
plagues in various places, and there will be terrifying sights and great signs
from heaven. 12 But before all these things, they will lay their hands on you and
persecute you. They will hand you over to the synagogues and prisons, and
you will be brought before kings and governors because of my name. 13 This
will give you an opportunity to bear witness. 14 Therefore make up your minds
not to prepare your defense ahead of time, 15 for I will give you such words
and a wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict.
16 You will even be betrayed by parents, brothers, relatives, and friends. They
will kill some of you. 17 You will be hated by everyone because of my name,
18 but not a hair of your head will be lost. 19 By your endurance, gain your lives.
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The Destruction of Jerusalem Luke 21:5-24
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20 “When you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then recognize that its
desolation has come near. 21 Then those in Judea must flee to the mountains.
Those inside the city must leave it, and those who are in the country must not
enter it, 22 because these are days of vengeance to fulfill all the things that are
written. 23 Woe to pregnant women and nursing mothers in those days, for
there will be great distress in the land and wrath against this people. 24 They
will be killed by the sword and be led captive into all the nations, and
Jerusalem will be trampled by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are
fulfilled.
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Parallel Passages
MATTHEW 24:1-2

1As Jesus left and was going out of
the temple, his disciples came up and
called his attention to its buildings. 2He
replied to them, “Do you see all these
things? Truly I tell you, not one stone
will be left here on another that will not
be thrown down.”

MARK 13:1-2
1As he was going out of the temple,
one of his disciples said to him,
“Teacher, look! What massive stones!
What impressive buildings!” 2Jesus said
to him, “Do you see these great
buildings? Not one stone will be left
upon another — all will be thrown
down.”
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5As some were talking 
about the temple, how it 

was adorned with 
beautiful stones and 

gifts dedicated to God, 
he said, 6“These things 

that you see — the days 
will come when not one 

stone will be left on 
another that will not be 

thrown down.”

 As Jesus and His disciples left the Temple grounds 
for the day, His disciples commented on the beauty 
of the structure and how ornately it was adorned.

 Herod the Great was renovating the Temple at that 
time; it started in 19 BC and continued until 63-64 
AD. So it’s quite possible that some new feature 
caught their eye.

 Imagine the shock of the crowd when they heard 
Jesus say it would be destroyed.

 Indeed, it was destroyed by the Romans in 70 AD, 
and everything in it was looted.

THE TEMPLE’S FALL
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8Then he said, “Watch 
out that you are not 

deceived. For many will 
come in my name, 

saying, ‘I am he,’ and, 
‘The time is near.’ Don’t 

follow them. 9When 
you hear of wars and 
rebellions, don’t be 

alarmed. Indeed, it is 
necessary that these 

things take place first, 
but the end won’t 
come right away.”

 His disciples ask Jesus when this will happen, and He 
starts out by telling them about things that will
precede the end but not mark the end of time.

 End-times will not be indicated by people who claim 
they are the Christ or who will claim that the time is 
near, those things will happen all the time.

 Jesus adds social and civil turmoil to the list of events 
that precede the end: when disciples hear of wars 
and chaos, they are still not to be alarmed. 

 These things are necessary and will all take place 
before end-times.

PRECURSORS TO END-TIMES
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10Then he told them, 
“Nation will be raised 
up against nation, and 

kingdom against 
kingdom. 11There will 

be violent earthquakes, 
and famines and 

plagues in various 
places, and there will 

be terrifying sights 
and great signs 
from heaven. 

 There will be social chaos and great division and 
strife; domestically within countries, and 
international, across boarders.

 Beyond false claims about Messiah and social 
chaos, a third class of signs will precede end 
times: physical signs in the universe—
earthquakes, famines, pestilences, and other 
terrors and signs from heaven.

 But, remember these things are not the end, they 
precede end-times.

 These things must happen before end-times.

PRECURSORS TO END TIMES
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12 But before all these 
things, they will lay their 

hands on you and 
persecute you. They will 

hand you over to the 
synagogues and prisons, 
and you will be brought 

before kings and governors 
because of my name. 

13This will give you an 
opportunity to bear 

witness.  

 Jesus has already noted that false claims, social 
upheaval, and cosmic signs do not signal the 
coming of the end. 

 He now describes something that precedes these 
“non-end” events: persecution.

 Jesus warns His disciples that persecution is the 
church’s short-term destiny.

 Pursuit and arrest will be the fate of the disciples. 
They will end up in a variety of hostile settings with 
the opportunity to defend their confession.

PERSECUTION PROMISED
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14 Therefore make up 
your minds not to 

prepare your defense 
ahead of time, 15 for I 
will give you such 

words and a wisdom 
that none of your 
adversaries will be 

able to resist or 
contradict. 

 The disciples should feel no anxiety amid this 
situation since persecution is used by God as 
an opportunity for testimony.

 Jesus promises to provide His disciples the 
ability to speak effectively in the face of 
opposition.

 When we study Acts, we will see this promise 
gloriously fulfilled at Pentecost and elsewhere 
as the disciples spread the Good News. 

DEFENSE PROVIDED
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16 You will even be 
betrayed by parents, 

brothers, relatives, and 
friends. They will kill 

some of you. 17 You will 
be hated by everyone 
because of my name, 

18 but not a hair of your 
head will be lost. 19By 
your endurance, gain 

your lives.

 Despite hatred and potential death, final destruction 
is impossible for the disciple. 

 Jesus is saying that the disciple should cling to their 
faith, while enduring persecution. 

 Saving faith does not renounce Jesus; it holds onto 
him even in the face of persecution. 

 Faith’s presence results in “gaining” the soul, that is, 
salvation. To cease to trust Jesus is to never have 
trusted him.

 You may recall that Jesus spoke about perseverance 
in the faith earlier in Luke’s gospel (cc. 8, 12).

OUTCOME GUARANTEED
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20 “When you see 
Jerusalem surrounded by 
armies, then recognize that its 
desolation has come near. 21 

Then those in Judea must flee to 
the mountains. Those inside the 
city must leave it, and those who 
are in the country must not 
enter it, 22 because these are 
days of vengeance to fulfill all 
the things that are written. 23 

Woe to pregnant women and 
nursing mothers in those days, 
for there will be great distress in 
the land and wrath against this 
people. 24 They will be killed by 
the sword and be led captive 
into all the nations, and 
Jerusalem will be trampled by 
the Gentiles until the times of 
the Gentiles are fulfilled. 

 Jesus covered a lot of ground with His answer and now He’s 
coming back around to His original point.

 He refocuses His disciples on the fall of Jerusalem, rather 
than on end-times.

 He wants to make clear that when Jerusalem falls 
the first time, it is not yet the end.

 You might say the fall of Jerusalem marked the beginning 
of the end, the times of the Gentiles.

 The Church Age began at Pentecost and will end with the 
Rapture.

 After recalibrating His audience, Jesus then turns His focus 
to the end of that age, and we’ll see that next week.

END TIMES EVENTS
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DELIBERATE DISCIPLESHIP
 Jesus has come to the end of a very long day of teaching and debating 

in the Temple and as he exits the city a key question is asked that 
prompts Him to prophecy about future events and end-times.

 What Jesus has to say did not sit well with the religious elite, and
perhaps it was unwelcomed news by a few of His disciples as well.

 Jesus told them about the coming destruction of the Temple and
persecution and death of His followers. It’s not hard to imagine that 
some in the crowd started to change their minds after hearing it.

 But for the true faithful, those who indeed have saving faith and 
endure until the end, to those Jesus guarantees salvation!

 Is our faith genuine, saving faith? Will our faith endure until the end, 
no matter what may come? Have you placed your total trust in Jesus?
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