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• Peanuts are not nuts
• Sushi is not really raw fish
• Tomatoes are not vegetables
• Koala bears are not bears at all
• Fortune cookies did not come from China
• Panama hats come from Ecuador

Common Misconceptions
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LIFE AFTER
DEATH

Luke 20:27-40
3

QUESTIONS ABOUT
RESURRECTION
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OPEN THEOLOGICAL WARFARE

1. The Source of Jesus’ Authority (20:1-8)

2. Jesus’ confrontational parable of the 
vineyard (20:9-19)

3. The dispute over Caesar’s tax (20:20-26)

4. The Sadducees’ trick question about 
resurrection (20:27-40)

5. Jesus’ question about the interpretation 
of Psalm 110:1 (20:41-44)

Rapidly Escalating Tension

• Trying to catch Jesus in 
error, the leaders test 
Him in every sphere.

• Jesus embarrasses and 
silences them each time.

• All these events happen 
on the same day!

Five Contentious Controversies
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Question About Resurrection Luke 20:27-40

5

27 Some of the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came up and
questioned him: 28 “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother has a
wife, and dies childless, his brother should take the wife and produce offspring
for his brother. 29Now there were seven brothers. The first took a wife and died
without children. 30Also the second 31 and the third took her. In the same way,
all seven died and left no children. 32 Finally, the woman died too. 33 In the
resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For all seven had
married her.”
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Question About Resurrection Luke 20:27-40
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34 Jesus told them, “The children of this age marry and are given in
marriage. 35 But those who are counted worthy to take part in that age and in
the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage. 36 For
they can no longer die, because they are like angels and are children of God,
since they are children of the resurrection. 37 Moses even indicated in the
passage about the burning bush that the dead are raised, where he calls the
Lord the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob. 38He is
not the God of the dead but of the living, because all are living to him.”

5

6



6/13/2020

4

Doub less Living!  © 2020

Question About Resurrection Luke 20:27-40
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39 Some of the scribes answered, “Teacher, you have spoken well.” 40 And
they no longer dared to ask him anything.
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27 Some of the 
Sadducees,

who say there is 
no resurrection, 

came up and 
questioned him: 

RELIGIOUS LEADERS
CHARACTERISTIC PHARISEES SADDUCEES

Politically powerful  
Honored Moses and the Law  
Sanhedrin Representation
(70-member Supreme Court)

 

Chief Priests & High Priests 
Social Status Common

Working People
Aristocratic

Elitist
Interpretation of Scripture Liberal

Accepted oral 
tradition

Conservative
Rejected oral 

tradition
Life After Death (resurrection) Believed

Reward or 
punishment in 

the afterlife

Rejected
Soul perishes 
upon death

Angels and Demons Believed Rejected

Locus/Seat of Power Synagogues Temple

Relationship with Rome Resisted Accommodated
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28 “Teacher, Moses 
wrote for us that if 
a man’s brother has 

a wife, and dies 
childless, his brother 
should take the wife 

and produce 
offspring for his 

brother. 

 The Pharisees and others in leadership have 
had their chance to upset Jesus, now the 
Sadducees try their hand, again.

 The Sadducees were the most religiously 
conservative group of their day, and they 
believed in strict interpretation of the Word
of God (the Pentateuch or Torah).

 They do not believe in the afterlife, so they 
formulate a question that attempts to show 
how ludicrous the idea of resurrection is, 
in their mind.

THE SETUP

Gen 38:8, Deut 25:5
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29Now there were 
seven brothers. The 
first took a wife and 

died without children. 
30Also the second 

31and the third took 
her. In the same way, 
all seven died and left 
no children. 32Finally, 
the woman died too. 
33In the resurrection, 
therefore, whose wife 
will the woman be? 

For all seven had 
married her.”

 The question presupposes that post-resurrection 
reality is the same as now and that monogamy 
reigns then as now.

 Imagine the dilemma when the “monogamous” 
wife is faced with seven resurrected spouses!

 Once again, the religious leaders are trying to 
catch Jesus in a logic trap to discredit him before 
the masses that are following Him.

THE TRAP

Their intent is to turn the crowd against 
Jesus so they can capture Him and kill Him.
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34Jesus told them, “The 
children of this age 

marry and are given in 
marriage. 35But those 

who are counted worthy 
to take part in that age 
and in the resurrection 
from the dead neither 
marry nor are given in 

marriage. 36For they can 
no longer die, because 

they are like angels and 
are children of God, 

since they are children 
of the resurrection. 

 He points out their misunderstanding of the 
character of God and the nature of resurrection.

 Jesus said, there is no marriage in the afterlife.

 The dilemma does not lie in the doctrine of 
resurrection, which Jesus firmly holds.

 The dilemma lies in the refusal to recognize 
God’s creative power to transform reality 
through resurrection.

 Jesus refutes their presupposition, disarms their 
trap, and humiliates them publicly, again.

TRAP AVOIDED
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37Moses even indicated 
in the passage about 
the burning bush that 
the dead are raised, 

where he calls the Lord 
the God of Abraham 
and the God of Isaac 
and the God of Jacob. 
38He is not the God of 
the dead but of the 

living, because all are 
living to him.”

 Jesus explains to them how even the Torah 
reveals such truth by citing from Exodus 3:6.

 If God is the God of Abraham and the 
patriarchs, then there must be a resurrection 
in order for them to experience the promise.

 Jesus’ point is not only that the patriarchs are 
alive, but that they await the promise’s 
fulfillment.

 If there is no resurrection, they are history.

SADDUCEES RE-EDUCATED
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39Some of the 
scribes answered, 

“Teacher, you have 
spoken well.” 40And 

they no longer 
dared to ask him 

anything. 

 With this confrontation, every major group has 
attempted to challenge Jesus, and all have failed.
 Pharisees
 Scribes & Lawyers
 Nationalists
 Chief Priests
 Sadducees

 Who has authority to lead God’s people? Only Jesus!

 The controversies reveal the most qualified candidate.

 Their traps fail again, and they are humiliated again.

 After this, they no longer dare to challenge Him. 

OPPONENTS SILENCED
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DELIBERATE DISCIPLESHIP
 With the Sadducees’ failure, all major Jewish groups have 

failed to ensnare Jesus.  He is in control of events.
 Resurrection is a reality, and its presence should affect 

how we see this world and live in it. 
 The afterlife is different, but it is real. All will answer to 

God, but only some will be found worthy. 
 Resurrection is God’s promise and it is a joyous thing to 

fall into the hands of the living God, if you know Him. 
 Do you know Him?  Is He in control of your life?  

Is He the source of your hope for eternity?
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