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KNOWING
THE TIMES
Luke 12:49-53
Luke 12:54-56
Luke 12:57-59
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THE
CAUSE OF
DIVISION
Luke 12:49-53

49

"I came to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish

it were already set ablaze! 50 But I have a baptism to
undergo, and how it consumes me until it is finished!
51

Do you think that I came here to bring peace on the

earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. 52 From now on,
five in one household will be divided: three against two,
and two against three.
53They

will be divided, father against son, son against

father, mother against daughter, daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law, and
daughter-in-law against mother-in-law."
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CAUSE OF
DIVISION

49

wish it were already set ablaze! 50 But I have a baptism
to undergo, and how it consumes me until it is finished!
What does Jesus mean by this statement?

Luke 12:49-53

Luke 3:16
John answered them all, “I baptize you with
water, but one who is more powerful than I

Fire (pyr in Greek) is a
refiner’s fire not in the
sense of purifying, but in
the sense of judging.
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"I came to bring fire on the earth, and how I

am is coming. I am not worthy to untie the
strap of his sandals. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and fire.
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THE
CAUSE OF
DIVISION

49

"I came to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish

it were already set ablaze! 50 But I have a baptism to
undergo, and how it consumes me until it is finished!
What baptism is Jesus talking about here?

Luke 12:49-53
Jesus has a “baptism” to
undergo for a period before
it is finished, what is it?

Jesus faced a period of rejection
and persecution, which is akin
to being “inundated with the
waters of divine judgment.”
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THE
CAUSE OF
DIVISION
Luke 12:49-53

51

Do you think that I came here to bring peace on the

earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. 52 From now
on, five in one household will be divided: three against
two, and two against three.
53They

will be divided, father against son, son against

father, mother against daughter, daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law, and
daughter-in-law against mother-in-law."
In these mission statements (vv. 49, 51),
what did Jesus say he came to do?
How does Jesus bring division to families?
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KNOWING
THE TIMES
Luke 12:54-55

54

He also said to the crowds: "When you see a

cloud rising in the west, right away you say, 'A
storm is coming,' and so it does. 55 And when the
south wind is blowing, you say, 'It's going to be
hot,' and it is. 56 Hypocrites! You know how to
interpret the appearance of the earth and the sky,
but why don't you know how to interpret this
present time?
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KNOWING
THE TIMES

56

Hypocrites! You know how to interpret the

appearance of the earth and the sky, but why don't
you know how to interpret this present time?

Luke 12:54-55

Why does Jesus call the crowd hypocrites?
Despite all the skill they have at anticipating
weather, they were inept at reading what
God is doing right before them.
With respect to God’s plan, they were either
blind or unwilling. Which is worse?
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SETTLING
ACCOUNTS
Luke 12:57-59

57

"Why don't you judge for yourselves what is

right? 58 As you are going with your adversary to
the ruler, make an effort to settle with him on the
way. Then he won't drag you before the judge, the
judge hand you over to the bailiff, and the bailiff
throw you into prison. 59 I tell you, you will never
get out of there until you have paid the last cent."
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SETTLING
ACCOUNTS
Luke 12:57-59

58

As you are going with your adversary to the ruler,

make an effort to settle with him on the way.
Then he won't drag you before the judge, the judge
hand you over to the bailiff, and the bailiff throw
you into prison. 59 I tell you, you will never get out
of there until you have paid the last cent."
Why account is Jesus urging them to settle?

Why type of debt is owed?
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SETTLING
ACCOUNTS
Luke 12:57-59

58

As you are going with your adversary to the ruler,

make an effort to settle with him on the way. Then
he won't drag you before the judge, the judge
hand you over to the bailiff, and the bailiff throw
you into prison. 59 I tell you, you will never get out
of there until you have paid the last cent."
Who is the judge Jesus is talking about?

What type of prison is Jesus talking about?
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SETTLING
ACCOUNTS
Luke 12:57-59

59

I tell you, you will never get out of there until

you have paid the last cent."
How long will the debtor be in prison?
How does one avoid going to prison
for their debt to God?
How does one settle their debt with God?
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DELIBERATE DISCIPLESHIP
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Jesus brought pressure and forces choices by His coming.



The choice some make for Jesus brings division within families.



Unfortunately, choosing to follow Jesus may mean separation
from some of our loved ones who reject Him.



There are many who ignore the fact that a debt is owed: they can
read the weather, but they are blind to what God is doing right in
front of them.



Jesus urges all to settle their accounts with the accuser, God, or
else pay the price that will be owed by going to “prison.”



Jesus offers to wipe the slate clean, all we must do is accept his
payment on our behalf to be reconciled to God.
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