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THE PARABLE OF THE

RICH FOOL

Luke 12:13-21
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THE RICH FOOL Luke 12:13-15
13 Someone from the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance 

with me."
14 "Friend," he said to him, "who appointed me a judge or arbitrator over you?" 15 He then told 

them, "Watch out and be on guard against all greed, because one's life is not in the abundance of 
his possessions."

16 Then he told them a parable: "A rich man's land was very productive. 17 He thought to 
himself, 'What should I do, since I don't have anywhere to store my crops? 18 I will do this,' he said. 
'I'll tear down my barns and build bigger ones and store all my grain and my goods there. 19 Then 
I'll say to myself, "You have many goods stored up for many years. Take it easy; eat, drink, and enjoy 
yourself."’

20 "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life is demanded of you. And the things 
you have prepared — whose will they be?'

21 "That's how it is with the one who stores up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God."
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THE SETTING Luke 12:13-15

13 Someone from the crowd said to him, 
"Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
inheritance with me."

14 "Friend," he said to him, "who 
appointed me a judge or arbitrator over 
you?" 15 He then told them, "Watch out and 
be on guard against all greed, because one's 
life is not in the abundance of his 
possessions."
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 What does this phrase tell you about 
the setting for this passage?
 Same setting as last week
 Crowd of many thousands
 Trampling on one another
 Pharisees plotting against Jesus

 What had Jesus just told them:
 Avoid hypocrisy
 Fear God not man
 Confess Jesus before men
 Trust the Holy Spirit’s guidance
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 What type of dispute gave rise to this 
request of Jesus?

 Where did Jews in those days take 
disputes like this to get resolution?

 The title Teacher here indicates the man 
saw Jesus as a respected rabbi.

 How do you think the Pharisees felt 
about Jesus getting this request?

 How did Jesus respond to the request?
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 Why do you think Jesus refused to get 
involved in this family dispute?
 Jesus chooses not to act in this

dispute, because His mission was 
not to settle disputes.

 What was Jesus’ mission? (4:43)

 What would happen if Jesus started
arbitrating every dispute in the large
crowd of people?
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 What did Jesus do instead of arbitrating 
the dispute?
 Jesus warned the man about an

excessive focus on possessions.
 The Greek word for “greed” (Pleonexia)

emphasizes the desire to have more of 
all things, not just money.
 Greed can fuel disagreement and

disharmony, as in this case.
 The danger in pursuing possessions 

is that it can make one insensitive 
to people.
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THE PARABLE Luke 12:16-20
16 Then he told them a parable: "A rich man's 

land was very productive. 17 He thought to 
himself, 'What should I do, since I don't have 
anywhere to store my crops? 18 I will do this,' he 
said. 'I'll tear down my barns and build bigger 
ones and store all my grain and my goods there. 
19 Then I'll say to myself, "You have many goods 
stored up for many years. Take it easy; eat, drink, 
and enjoy yourself."’

20 "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very 
night your life is demanded of you. And the things 
you have prepared — whose will they be?'
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 As was His custom, Jesus told them a 
parable to emphasize the point.

 What is this man’s dilemma? (12:16-17)
 The harvest for the year was so 

exceptional he could not store it.
 He came by it honestly, but it fell 

into his lap unexpectedly.
 Is there anything inherently wrong

with this man’s predicament?
 God provided for him abundantly 

beyond what he expected.
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 How did the man respond to the 
situation?
 Tear down old barns
 Build new, bigger barns
 Store grain in new barns

 Seems like a perfectly natural plan to 
deal with the problem faced by the 
rich man.
 The parable pictures a man making 

prudent, efficient plans.
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 If there isn’t anything wrong with the 
man’s situation or the man’s plan to 
deal with the abundant blessing?

 Why then did God call him a fool?
(12:20)
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 What’s wrong with his perspective?
 Having made plans to resolve his 

problem, the man concludes that 
he can now live in total leisure and 
self-indulgence.

 His future perspective is entirely
self-centered and self-indulgent.

 What is the flaw in the man’s 
assumption about God’s blessing?
 He never thanked God for the 

abundant blessing.
 He mistakenly assumed that it was 

meant solely for him.
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APPLICATION Luke 12:13-15

21 "That's how it is with the one who 
stores up treasure for himself and is not 
rich toward God."

13

 How does Jesus apply the parable to His 
hearers? 

 Does He condemn wealth?
 Jesus’ complaint is against the person 

who takes wealth and directs it totally 
toward self.

 The issue in the parable is not wealth,
but how wealth is directed.

 The sin is accumulating riches for 
oneself.
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DELIBERATE DISCIPLESHIP
 Jesus uses a dispute over inheritance to teach about the 

dangers of and attraction to possessions.
 Treasure laid up only for oneself is short lived – wealth 

toward self is poverty before God. 
 One cannot present a suitcase full of riches to God for 

admission into heaven.
 Only wealth handled with generosity meets with God’s 

approval. (1 Tim. 6:17-19)
 Ask God to show you this week if and where you are 

trusting in your wealth and possession more than Him.
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