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Doub less Living!
THE GOSPEL OF

LUKE

That you may have certainty!
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AVOIDING
HYPOCRISY
Luke 12:1-3
Luke 12:4-7
Luke 12:8-12
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AVOID
HYPOCRISY
Luke 12:1-3

1

Meanwhile, a crowd of many thousands came

together, so that they were trampling on one
another. He began to say to his disciples first, "Be
on your guard against the leaven of the Pharisees,
which is hypocrisy. 2 There is nothing covered that
won't be uncovered, nothing hidden that won't be
made known. 3 Therefore, whatever you have said
in the dark will be heard in the light, and what you
have whispered in an ear in private rooms will be
proclaimed on the housetops.
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AVOID
HYPOCRISY
Luke 12:1-3

1

Meanwhile, a crowd of many thousands came

together, so that they were trampling on one
another.
What does “meanwhile” suggest?

What were the Pharisees doing at
the end of the last passage?
How would you describe the setting
and the reaction of the crowd?
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AVOID
HYPOCRISY
Luke 12:1-3

He began to say to his disciples first, "Be on
your guard against the leaven of the Pharisees,
which is hypocrisy.
This phrase seems to capture a
private moment of teaching amid
sheer chaos around them.
What lesson can we learn from the
very beginning of this passage?
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AVOID

1… He

HYPOCRISY

which is hypocrisy.

began to say to his disciples first, "Be on

your guard against the leaven of the Pharisees,

Why does Jesus give this warning

Luke 12:1-3

to His disciples in the midst of
a huge popularity boon?
Jesus knows the popular crush of
curiosity will not change the
destiny of His ministry.
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There is nothing covered that won't be

AVOID

2

HYPOCRISY

known. 3 Therefore, whatever you have said in the

Luke 12:1-3
Remember how Jesus
read the mind of the
Pharisees several times.

uncovered, nothing hidden that won't be made
dark will be heard in the light, and what you have
whispered in an ear in private rooms will be
proclaimed on the housetops.
What is Jesus’ main point in
this passage?
God is omniscient, He perceives
all and will reveal all in the end.
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FEAR GOD
Luke 12:4-7

4

"I say to you, my friends, don't fear those who

kill the body, and after that can do nothing more.
5

But I will show you the one to fear: Fear him who

has authority to throw people into hell after death.
Yes, I say to you, this is the one to fear! 6 Aren't five
sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them
is forgotten in God's sight. 7 Indeed, the hairs of
your head are all counted. Don't be afraid; you are
worth more than many sparrows.
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FEAR GOD
Luke 12:4-7

4

"I say to you, my friends, don't fear those

who kill the body, and after that can do nothing
more. 5 But I will show you the one to fear: Fear
him who has authority to throw people into hell
after death. Yes, I say to you, this is the one to fear!
To whom is Jesus most likely referring
in this phrase?
Jesus’ is likely alluding to the
hypocrisy involved in attempting to
protect one’s physical life.
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FEAR GOD
Luke 12:4-7

4

"I say to you, my friends, don't fear those who

kill the body, and after that can do nothing more.
5

But I will show you the one to fear: Fear him who

has authority to throw people into hell after
death. Yes, I say to you, this is the one to fear!
Who does Jesus tell the disciples
to fear, and why?
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FEAR GOD
Luke 12:4-7

6

Aren't five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not

one of them is forgotten in God's sight. 7 Indeed,
the hairs of your head are all counted. Don't be
afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.
Didn’t Jesus just tell His disciples to
fear God? Why then is He now
saying don’t be afraid?
Jesus is saying the disciples need
not worry about how God will
care for them.
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CONFESS
JESUS
Luke 12:8-12

8

"And I say to you, anyone who acknowledges

me before others, the Son of Man will also
acknowledge him before the angels of God, 9 but
whoever denies me before others will be denied
before the angels of God. 10 Anyone who speaks a
word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but
the one who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit
will not be forgiven. 11 Whenever they bring you
before synagogues and rulers and authorities, don't
worry about how you should defend yourselves or
what you should say. 12 For the Holy Spirit will
teach you at that very hour what must be said."
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CONFESS
JESUS
Luke 12:8-12

8

"And I say to you, anyone who acknowledges

me before others, the Son of Man will also
acknowledge him before the angels of God, 9 but
whoever denies me before others will be denied
before the angels of God.
What two options do people have
based on Jesus’ teaching here?

But, is Jesus referring to a single
incident or a pattern of life?
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CONFESS
JESUS

8

"And I say to you, anyone who acknowledges

me before others, the Son of Man will also
acknowledge him before the angels of God, 9 but
whoever denies me before others will be denied
before the angels of God.

Luke 12:8-12

How did Peter respond when
challenged to acknowledge Jesus?
How did that impact Peter’s standing
with Jesus in the end?
What does Peter’s example suggest
about the meaning of this phrase?
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CONFESS
JESUS
Luke 12:8-12

10

Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of

Man will be forgiven, but the one who blasphemes
against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven.
This is one of the most enigmatic
statements of Jesus in all of the Bible.
Rightly understanding the
previous statement is essential to
understanding this one too.
What does it mean to blaspheme
the Holy Spirit?
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CONFESS
JESUS

10

Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of

Man will be forgiven, but the one who blasphemes
against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven.
Five Different Views

Luke 12:8-12

1. The Beelzebub charge – Jesus’ work as coming from Satan.
2. The believer’s apostasy
3. Rejecting Jesus after hearing Him & His apostles
4. Failing to utter the message the Spirit supplies (vv. 11-12)
5. Obstinate rejection
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CONFESS
JESUS
Luke 12:8-12

10

Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of

Man will be forgiven, but the one who blasphemes
against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven.
Five Different Views
1. The Beelzebub charge – Jesus’ work as coming from Satan.
2. The believer’s apostasy
3. Rejecting Jesus after hearing Him & His apostles
4. Failing to utter the message the Spirit supplies (vv. 11-12)
5. Obstinate rejection

The totality of a person’s response to
the Spirit, not just a moment in time.
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CONFESS
JESUS
Luke 12:8-12

11

Whenever they bring you before synagogues

and rulers and authorities, don't worry about how
you should defend yourselves or what you should
say. 12 For the Holy Spirit will teach you at that
very hour what must be said."
Jesus gives His disciples another
reason that they need not worry
1. Because God cares for them (v. 7)
2. The Holy Spirit will support them when challenged

Those same two assurances apply to
you and me as much as it did them.
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DELIBERATE DISCIPLESHIP
 Take comfort in knowing that when life is chaotic, Jesus is
still speaking. We must simply be willing to listen.
 Jesus warns us about succumbing to the pressures of man,
else we will become hypocrites like the Pharisees.
 People can kill the body, but God decides our eternal fate.
 The one who permanently denies the Son, blasphemes the
Spirit by denying decisively the testimony He offers.
 The one who confesses Jesus will be received by Him
before the angels and cared for by the Father in eternity.
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www.doubtlessliving.com
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